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Black Women Novelists 
Tues & Thurs, 5:00-6:15pm via Zoom 
BLST 31100 S [57393] 
Instructor: Prof. Trevar Riley-Reid (she/her) 
Email:   trileyreid@ccny.cuny.edu 
Office Hours:  5-6:15pm Tu/Th and by appointment 
 
Course Description: 
This course will introduce students to the canon of Black women writers by providing the opportunity to 
read and discuss full-length novels along with short stories written by Black women from the Harlem 
Renaissance to the present. Writers will include Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, Gayle Jones and 
others. We will explore the major issues, themes and narrative framing devices of each of these texts. 
This course will be both synchronous (live online) and asynchronous (self-paced assignments). Students 
need to commit to reading 4-5, full length novels over the course of the semester in addition to some 
shorter pieces. When we aren’t meeting, students will be reading, taking notes and working on the 
assignments.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this course, students will have: 
• Engaged in analytic reading, writing and critical thinking about novels written by black women 
• Participated in and created a learning community via asynchronous and synchronous online 
discussions 
• Learned the ways that culture, history and environment shape literature and interpretation 




Building a community: 
Since we can’t be together in person where we can freely exchange ideas and interact with each other 
face-to-face, we have to replicate that in an online environment. Not so easy to do! Community is really 
important to me and for this class, I want to create a safe space where each person feels comfortable 
enough to share their ideas and to participate. Here are a few things to keep in mind during our 
interactions: 
• Practice active listening and ask questions. 
• Be respectful and exhibit professional behavior. 
• Cell phones should be silenced during synchronous (live) meetings. 
• During live meetings, you are expected to refrain from any distractions which might include 
driving, the consumption of drugs and/or alcohol and/or multitasking. 
 
Communication: 
The best way to reach me is via email at trileyreid@ccny.cuny.edu. When you email me, be sure to put 
your first AND last name in the subject line of the email and BLST (so it looks like Toni Morrison 
BLST). This way I will notice it in the sea of my emails. I can’t begin to stress enough how important 
communication is between you and I, and between you and your student colleagues. You need to check 
your Citymail email account on a regular basis. You also need to make sure that your Citymail email is 
listed in Blackboard. 
Required Material: 
• Access to Blackboard for assignments, discussion board posts and grades 
• Valid CCNY email account (that you check on a daily basis!) 
• Access to stable Wi-Fi and a laptop or tablet (you can borrow one from CCNY if you need to); it is 
really difficult to take this class by using only a cell phone 
• This is a Zero/Low Textbook Course – most readings will be provided by the professor or can be 




Do you have a reliable laptop and/or internet access? 
CCNY has technology for long term loan available. If you are a current student with a CCNY email 
account, you can go to the link below for assistance: 
https://portal.ccny.cuny.edu/depts/oit/cuny_loaner/login.php 
 
Getting the Novels: 
I’ve tried to find free or low cost versions of the books required for this class. Your local library is a great 
resource to find free paper versions of the books. In some cases, there might be digital or even audio 
versions that you can borrow as well. Check out the New York Public Library if you live in Manhattan, the 
BX or SI; they have a great SimpyE app to use with their ebooks. Use Queens Public or Brooklyn Public 
if you live in those boroughs. Other options include buying used copies on Amazon, ABE Books or on 
eBay. If you’re into audio books, you can do a free 30 day trial at Amazon. 
 
1. Passing by Nella Larsen 
You can find a copy of this book free and online at archive.org. You will need to create a 
username and password and will be able to borrow the book for up to 14 days. There are many 
versions so if one doesn’t work for you, try another. Here is the list. 
 
2. The Third Life of Grange Copeland by Alice Walker 
This is also available at archive.org. Here is the list of available copies. 
 
3. Corregidora by Gayle Jones 
This book is available on archive.org with some limited access available. 
 
4. Kindred by Octavia Butler 
As of this writing, there was no free version of this book available on the internet. 
 
**Trigger Warning** 
Please be advised, some of the material we will be reading contains potentially distressing content such 
as domestic violence and abuse.  
 
Attendance: 
You are expected to attend each once per week live Zoom session and to be on time. We will meet 
regularly online as a complete class, usually at least once a week on Tuesdays unless I notify you 
otherwise. Email me if anything comes up or if there are any conflicts. I will try to record part of the live 
session so if you do miss a session, you will need to grab the notes from a classmate or use whatever 
slides I might have available for that session. Extra credit will be given for turning your camera on during 
the live class sessions.  
 
Class Overview: 
• Class consists of 4 units over 15 weeks with a final project at the end 
• There will be discussion posts, writing assignments, group work, live discussions, some research 
using the resources of the CCNY Libraries and the public library 







Multiple items in a category are averaged: 
 
10% Group Work 
10% Quizzes 
15% Class Participation/Reading Questions 
15% Discussion Posts 
15%  Unit Writing Assignments 
15% Proposal for Final Project 




Final Grade for the Course 
A+ = 97-100 
A   =  93-96.9  
A-  = 90-92.9 
B+ =  87-89.9 
B   =  83-86.9 
B-  =  80-82.9 
C+ =  77-79.9 
C   =  73-76.9 
C-  =  70-72.9 
D   =  60-69.9 




• Blackboard posts from me – I will post any updates or new material on Thursdays. Things that 
are due from you (writing assignments, discussion posts, etc.) will be due on Mondays by 
11:59pm unless noted otherwise. This way, if we need to discuss things, we can do that during 
our Tues class. Work might include: reading the assigned book or an article; doing group work; 
watching a video or answering reading questions. Always email me if you have any questions 
about anything. 
• Classwork – You will be expected to read roughly 1 novel per month (4 novels this semester). 
Since this is a 3 credit course, you should expect to spend 6-9 hours per week outside of class 
studying, doing assignments and reading for this class. You should also calculate that along with 
your other courses to get an idea of how much time you should be spending with your studies 
overall. All work needs to be submitted to Blackboard. DO NOT email me your work unless I tell 
you to. I don’t want to delay in giving you grades/feedback so it’s easier to track when everything 
is in the same place. 
• Live class meetings – The hope is that there will be lively discussions about the material when 
we meet in person. This WILL NOT be a lecture where I drone on for an hour and 15 mins; this is 
where I get to hear your voice (live or in the chat); where you break into small groups to talk about 
things and where we come back together as a whole class to debrief what we’ve discovered. 
There is no penalty for keeping your camera off, but I will give extra credit for the times you have 
it on. We will only meet once a week via Zoom on Tuesdays, unless noted otherwise. I will record 
segments of the meetings and will let everyone know when I do. 
• Graded items – Generally speaking, most work is graded as 10 or 20 points. A rubric for each 
assignment will be provided. 
• Reading questions – While you read, watch or listen to the material, you need to take notes to 
refer to later. These notes will help you answer the reading questions (which can also show up as 
quizzes). 
 
• Discussion Posts – We will be using the Discussion feature in Blackboard. On average, you 
should expect 1 discussion post prompt per week, and most will require you to make 1 post of 
your own AND reply to a classmate’s post (to try to resemble a real discussion). 
• Group work – You will be placed in small groups to work on specific tasks and to discuss the 
readings and other material. Any grades that are earned are yours and will reflect YOUR 
participation in the group. You are REQUIRED to participate in any group work. 
• Due dates/Late work – Each assignment will indicate the date it’s due (usually on Mondays at 
11:59pm). Be sure to check BB and your email regularly to try and stay on top of what is due. 
Late assignments don’t do you or me any good since we will be onto the next topic. Late work will 
be dropped 3-5 points automatically; late discussion posts will be reduced by half. It won’t help 
the discussion if your response is not part of it until later. 
• Office hours – My office hours are on Thursdays from 5:00-6:15p or you can email me at 
trileyreid@ccny.cuny.edu if you have any questions. When you email me, be sure to put your 






If you use other people’s work, you must cite it. A good source for correct MLA citation is available 
here. The City College Policy on academic integrity (plagiarism and cheating) is enforced in this course. 
The full policy is available here. If you’re unsure of what constitutes plagiarism, it is your duty to find out. 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
All student members of the College community are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that 
demonstrates mutual respect for the rights and personal/academic well-being of others, preserves the 
integrity of the social and academic environment, and supports the mission of the College. More about 
that can be found here.  
 
Student Support Services  
 
Gateway Advising Center, NAC 1/220 
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/gateway/ 
Students without a declared major can receive academic advising, especially if you have questions about your 
course of study, core requirements, etc.  
  
AccessAbility Center Tutoring Services, NAC 1/218 
http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/accessability/ 
Provides one-on-one tutoring and workshops to all registered students with learning or physical disabilities. 
 
SEEK Peer Academic Learning Center, NAC 4/224 
Phone: 212-650-5786; email: seekpals@ccny.cuny.edu 
Offers counseling and peer tutoring for students in need of academic and financial support who have registered for 
the SEEK Program. 
 
Support During COVID-19 
 
Check out these resources and let Prof. Riley-Reid know if you need any assistance. She can connect you to a 
variety of campus resources: 
 
CUNY Continuity website resource: 
http://www.cuny.edu/cuny-continuity/cuny-continuity-for-students/ 
 
Resources for CCNY Students: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sg5wJgKU9dUqmt62IGqxtWVccHSRUCChUrBBm3upvH8/edit?ts=5e792358 
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UNIT #1 - Oh, THAT Renaissance 
 
Welcome to Class! 
Introduction, expectations, explanations; Why read novels? How to read 
and interact with novels; Taking notes; What is literary criticism and who 
cares? What is the canon? (Hint, it’s not the one you shoot.) 
 
Read: Syllabus, Passing by Nella Larsen (first 3rd) 
Watch: Information on race in America 
 
Assignments are due by 
11:59pm on Mondays UNLESS 
NOTED OTHERWISE 
Check the list of assignments in 
BB for more details 
 
1. Student Questionnaire 
2. DP1 Introduce Yourself on BB 








Setting, characters, cultural influences during the time period; be ready to 
discuss the first 3rd of Passing 
 
Read: Passing by Nella Larsen (second 3rd) 
 
4. DP2 Response to Video 






Be ready to discuss the second 3rd of Passing 
 
Read: Passing by Nella Larsen (finish the book) 
Watch: Their Eyes Were Watching God 
 
6. DP3 Harlem Renaissance 







UNIT #2 – From the South to Freedom 
 
Finish discussing Unit #1 
 
Read: The Third Life of Grange Copeland by Alice Walker 
Watch: Information on the Great Migration 
 
8. Unit 1 Assignment  








Setting, characters, cultural influences during the time period; be ready to 
discuss Grange Copeland 
 
Read: The Third Life of Grange Copeland by Alice Walker 
 
10. DP5 The Great Migration 








Identifying some themes in Grange Copeland 
 
Read: The Third Life of Grange Copeland by Alice Walker 
 
12. Quiz for Unit 2 








Controversy surrounding Walker’s depictions 
 
Read: The Third Life of Grange Copeland by Alice Walker 
 
14. DP6 






UNIT #3 – Witness to a Legacy 
 
Last thoughts about Grange Copeland 
 
Read: Corregidora by Gayle Jones 
 
16. DP7 





SPRING BREAK – Relax and read/watch something for fun! 
 
Catch up on any 
readings/assignments 
 









Setting, characters, cultural influences during the time period; be ready to 
discuss Corregidora 
 
Read: Corregidora by Gayle Jones 
 









UNIT #4 – Going Back to Go Forward 
 
Final thoughts on Corregidora 
 
Read: Kindred by Octavia Butler 
 











Select your book choices for the FINAL PROJECT 
 
Read: Kindred by Octavia Butler 
  
21. DP9 







Discussion of Kindred 
 
Read: Kindred by Octavia Butler 
 
23. Reading Questions 







Prep for final project 
 
Prep for final project  
25. Final Project Info 






READING DAY – NO CLASS 
 
FINAL PROJECT DUE 
 
FINAL PROJECT DUE 
